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Ambassador Musasia, Co-Chairs, fellow diplomats, distinguished participants,
Jambo, Bonjour and greetings 

I am delighted to be here today and to be talking to so many expert practitioners in a field of such great importance to Australia, to Africa and to the International Community as a whole.  I am particularly thrilled that so many of the countries that I am accredited to are represented here today.  I have quickly learned that covering 7 countries is not easy and I seem to spend a lot of time at, and getting to and from, Jomo Kenyatta Airport - so I am very glad that this time you have all come to Nairobi.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Just last weekend I accompanied Australia's Foreign Minister, Kevin Rudd, to Dolo on the Somali-Ethiopian border.  Here and in my other visits to the two large refugee camps on Kenyan soil and to drought impacted areas of this wonderful country, I saw horrifying scenes of suffering, of disease and malnutrition, and of mass displacement.  
Australians like the citizens of many other countries, and above all those in the impacted countries, have been shocked by the extent of this disaster and generous in their response.  
For the Australian people have an enormous affection for Africa and the Australian Government is committed to broadening and deepening its relations at all levels.  In spite of the great humanitarian disaster unfolding in East Africa we see this as a continent of growing stability, opportunity and optimism.

The people and government of Australia are proud to be one of the major countries of resettlement for refugees from Dadaab and elsewhere, and a major immigrant, education and tourist destination for Africans.  African communities, African students, African writers, African sportsmen, whatever their origin and background are making a powerful and positive impact on Australian society.  And they are making a significant contribution to deepening Australia’s relations with African countries.  I saw stark evidence of this when I travelled to the newly independent country of South Sudan for its independence and it appeared that half the population of Melbourne was also there, many in key positions in the new Government.  I am particularly thrilled that we have today representatives of the new government of South Sudan – my warmest congratulations to you.  Australia stands ready to support you as you develop and grow as an independent country, including your immigration processes.  
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Whatever the benefits of our immigration program, to retain public support, we must keep the process orderly and free from corruption, criminal activity and threats to security.  Irregular, illegal movements to Australia from Africa risk severely damaging public confidence in our and your processes.  My understanding is that irregular movements to Australia from Africa mainly involve people claiming asylum after arriving in Australia by air on genuine visas, the majority of which have involved fraudulently obtained passports and identity papers.  Such movements devalue our passport and visa systems.  It ultimately leads to considerable suffering for those involved, those who must wait longer to get to Australia as a consequence and those whose regular movements are also made more difficult.  It impacts on business, on people to people ties and our bilateral relations.  
The Australian Government is absolutely committed to enhancing practical cooperation to combat people smuggling.  We invest heavily in programs and processes to improve processes and international cooperation.

We co-chair with Indonesia the Bali Process, a forum for discussing people smuggling cooperation.  More than 60 countries and 11 international organisations participate in the Process.

And today we see the first African conference on Irregular Migration.  We have previously coordinated similar workshops to this in South-East Asia, the Pacific and the Middle East.  These workshops were very well- received by participating immigration agencies and have led to greater cooperation among those countries involved.  
So today it is a great honour for the Australian High Commission to host the first workshop in Africa in Nairobi.  A similar workshop will be held in Johannesburg in August, which will be attended by participants from Southern Africa.

Let me finish by thanking the International Organisation for Migration and the staff of the High Commission involved in organising this conference.  There is always an incredible amount of behind the scenes work involved in events like this.  But I hope my staff, IOM and all participants in this conference will soon see the benefits of this hard work in better networks, better communication and better systems for cooperation.  The longer I am involved in international relations and public service the more I am convinced that nothing beats strong personal relationships in getting things done and achieving change.   
So my wish and my challenge to you today is to develop a greater understanding of each other’s cultures and develop and enhance friendships that will lead to real improvements in all our societies and to the many, many people that rely on us.

Good luck and Asante Sana. 
